
October 2, 2008


Minutes of the County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


November 6, 2008 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting began at 4:35 p.m.

 Attending the meeting were:
Commissioner Christopher M. Gardner

Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration

Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Michael St. Louis, Chief Deputy

Robert Gross, Jail Administrator
Dennis Dorsey, Sheriff’s Office
Jill Holmes, Treasure
Carla Manchester, Treasurer’s Office

Jim Lucas, Buildings & Grounds

Sharon D. Strout, Registry of Deeds

Carlene Holmes, Register of Probate
Mike Hinerman, EMA and RCC
Nancy Oden, Jonesboro
Barbara Drisko, Columbia Falls
Lisa Hanscom, Roque Bluffs

Nathan Pennell, WC Soil & Water

Bob Tyler, Passamaquoddy Tribe

Caleb Ross, Machiasport

Mark Berry, Downeast Lakes Land Trust

Marty Anderson, Maine Coast Heritage Trust

Jeff Romano, Maine Coast Heritage Trust
--------------------------------------------------------------------
Commissioner Gardner noted that item k. had been postponed and he also noted that agenda items l. and p. would be moved up on the agenda and follow item b.  An item to approve the Union Contract which was not on the agenda would be addressed in Executive Session.
1.  Executive Department
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the October Public Hearing minutes
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*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the October, 2008 

Public Hearing minutes as presented.  Commissioner Shorey 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the October, 2008 regular meeting minutes

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the October regular meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Shorey


seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Sponsorship of Indian Township CDBG



Application

Representing the Passamaquoddy Tribe Indian Townsphip, Mr. Bob Tyler

stated to the Commissioners that there is a lot to be done to improve

their Fire Department Facility.  The Commissioners agreed by

consensus that they would sponsor Indian Township’s CDBG application.

Mr. Tyler noted that of the $7 million spent on their waste water

treatment facility, all but $200,000 was grant money.
AGENDA ITEM:
Accept Audit
County Manager Linda Pagels-Wentworth noted that there was no

Management letter contained in the Audit and directed the Treasurer
to obtain one.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept the Audit for FY 2007



submitted by Hollingsworth & Associates as presented.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Monthly Reports

Monthly reports were provided in the Commissioners’ meeting

packets.  See attached.  There was no discussion on them.
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of Public Announcements/Press Release Policy

The County Manager said she would check the legalities and accuracies

of such press releases.  This is not an attempt she stressed, to 
censure Department Heads.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the Public



Announcements/Press Release Policy as written in the



Personnel Policy Manual.  Commissioner Crowley seconded



the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of Personnel Policy Manual

The Commissioners agreed to accept the Manual for review adding

that they would each read it and make any further recommendations

by the next meeting in December.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Sign 6 month Certificates

Six month certificates were signed for Virginia Brown, Jeremy Towne,

Megan Racila and Heather Gibson.
AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll Status Changes
Payroll status changes were addressed as follows:
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to hire Brandon Look and



Caleb Ross as part-time corrections officers.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

It was noted that the new hires were not to work more than 31.5 hours
per week except during training or in an emergency.
Also payroll change notices were signed for Michael Crabtree and 
Travis Willey as they were each promoted from Sergeant to Lieutenant.

AGENDA ITEM:
Sign the Snow plowing, sanding and removal



Contract for the 2008-2009 season

*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to accept and sign the Snow plowing, sanding and removal bid of the By “Us” Company of


Jonesboro with their bid of $4,100.00 (option 3) for the



season.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Consider endorsement of the Downeast Lakes Land



Trust’s Wabassus Lake Project and approval of Land



for Maine’s Future funding for the project

See attached.  Mr. Mark Berry stated that the project of purchasing
6,644 acres in interior Washington County at Wabassus Lake was caused

due to the concerns of 1) public access, 2) wildlife habitat and

3) timber production.  The Downeast Lakes Land Trust considers it

a very important recreational property.  Commissioner Crowley asked
if the land would be open to traditional uses to which Mr. Berry

replied yes.  Commissioner Shorey voiced the same concerns because

other projects where funding from Land for Maine’s Future was

involved were known to prohibit public access.  Mr. Berry reiterated

it would remain open to traditional uses and noted the list of

project endorsers in the presentation packet.

The Commissioners unanimously agreed by consensus to give their

endorsement to the project and asked the County Manager to issue

a letter stating such.
AGENDA ITEM:
Presentation of the Maine Coast Heritage Trust’s land




Conservation project in Cutler and Trescott

While this project does not currently require approval of the County

Commissioners, Marty Anderson of the Maine Coast Heritage Trust 

wanted to provide information and answer any questions.  See

attached.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Composting Site Update

See attached submitted by Nancy Oden.
AGENDA ITEM:
Schedule Grievance Hearing

A grievance hearing was scheduled for Tuesday, November 11, 2008 at
2:00 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM:
Schedule Tax Abatement Hearing

A tax abatement hearing for Tom Baughman vs. Steuben was tentatively

scheduled for Thursday, December 4, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. 
*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to go into Executive Session for



Contract negotiations (MRSA § 405-A 6 D).  Commissioner 

Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  It 

was 5:14 p.m.
The Commissioners returned to the regular meeting at 5:49 p.m. 
No motions or decisions were made following Executive Session.
*MOTION*  Commissioner Shorey moved to adjourn the regular meeting. 

Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed 


unanimously.

   ADJOURNMENT


5:50 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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