
December 4, 2008


Minutes of the County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


December 4, 2008 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting began at 4:25 p.m.

 Attending the meeting were:
Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration

Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Michael St. Louis, Chief Deputy
Dennis Dorsey, Sheriff’s Office
Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Carla Manchester, Treasurer’s Office

Jim Lucas, Buildings & Grounds

Tammy C. Gay, Registry of Deeds

Darlene Wallace-Cook, Registry of Deeds

Carlene Holmes, Register of Probate
Harold Clossey, Sunrise County Economic Council

Will Tuell, SCEC and Downeast Coastal Press

Nancy Oden, Jonesboro
Eleody Libby, Washington County: One Community
--------------------------------------------------------------------
Commissioner Gardner was unable to attend the meeting.
1.  Executive Department
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the November Public Hearing minutes
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the November, 2008 

Public Hearing minutes as presented.  Commissioner Crowley 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the November, 2008 meeting minutes

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the November meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Crowley


seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Monthly Reports

Monthly reports were provided in the Commissioners’ meeting

packets.  See attached.  County Manager Pagels-Wentworth noted
to the Commissioners a request from EMA director Mike Hinerman

regarding use of a county vehicle.  See attached.  Buildings and

Grounds Supervisor Jim Lucas stated that he had no written report

and that he had been working on the County’s new building at 82 Court

Street, to be known as the “Parish House” and also that the asbestos

in the building had been removed.  The County Manager noted that
Commissioner Crowley, Jim and herself had gone over to the building
earlier and that they all thought it was coming along fine.  The

Sheriff had no highlights he wanted to comment on.  Will Tuell noted

that the website count was down as is typical during the Holidays. 

AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Six Month Certificates

Six Month Certificates were signed for Michael Lehman, Lisa Lord

and Ann Hayward.   Sheriff Smith requested that Six Month

Certificates for Ralph Dana and Ryan Maker be extended as they

both had not be able to complete required training.

AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll Status Changes
Payroll status changes were addressed as follows:
The Commissioners agreed by consensus to table the change notices

regarding two termination requests until executive session.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept the resignations of



Donna Crocker as financial accountant and Jonathan Rolfe



as a part-time deputy.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the



motion which passed unanimously.

The County Manager noted that Donna had been very helpful towards

the transition to a new person for the position.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to hire Vincent Dinan as



Financial Accountant, Misty B. Courchaine as a part-time



Dispatcher and Gail Popham from part-time to full-time


Administrative Secretary.  Commissioner Crowley seconded


the motion which passed unanimously.
Also, a payroll change notice was signed for Timothy Tabbutt as

he was promoted from Deputy to Sergeant.  Another payroll change 
notice was signed for all full-time employees.  Effective 1/1/09

employees will no longer pay any portion of health or dental

insurance.  Deductions will be suspended as of the December 5, 2008

payroll checks.

AGENDA ITEM:
Sunrise County Economic Council quarterly update

Attached report submitted by Harold Clossey, Executive Director of

SCEC.
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Harold Clossey began his presentation by stating that SCEC had been

very busy with a multitude of projects.  They include assisting
businesses hoping to expand/locate to Washington County,

investigating potential USDA funding opportunities, and working with

Washington County: One Community on several projects.  Harold also

noted that dialogue had recently been opened with the Northern Maine

Development Council and he believes Washington County has much in

common with Aroostook County and looks forward to networking with

them.  Some discussion was had regarding working with Eastern Maine

Development Council also.  Also, discussion was had regarding a

possible site and funding available for a new regional airport.  It
was noted that consideration of the OTHB (Over The Horizon
Backscatter) site, which is in portions of two townships of the UT,
also was on hold pending completion of an environmental base study in
2009.

AGENDA ITEM:
Washington County: One Community presentation

See attached report submitted by Project Director, Eleody Libby.

Eleody reported on current grant funding for various projects and

discussion was had regarding future funding.  She requested the 

Commissioners’ approval to go forward on applying for a grant for

technical assistance for data collection in the development of

public health infrastructure for which the Commissioners would need

to sign.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the WC: OC going



forward in applying for a grant from Rural Health Works.



Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed



unanimously.

Commissioner Crowley inquired if Eleody had met with the Sheriff
regarding the prospective grant to fund the Sheriff’s activities to

work to reduce underage drinking to which she replied yes.  There was
a short discussion regarding the availability of a card for
prescription drugs for Washington County residents which could be
used inside or outside of the County to obtain discounts on

prescriptions.
AGENDA ITEM:
Cutler Development Corporation presentation

Scheduled presenter did not attend. 
AGENDA ITEM:
Composting Site Update

See attached submitted by Nancy Oden.  Discussion was had regarding
finding a way to get prisoners/inmates to help.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Heating System bids for “Parish 
House”

Three bids were received and considered.  They were Gatcomb Plumbing

& Heating at $20,800.00, J. L. Huntley Plumbing & Heating at

$15,366.00 and Allan Huntley Plumbing & Heating at $21,700.00.
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Jim informed the Commissioners that the contractors had all been at

the walk-through at the same time and all contractors had been given
the same information for this project.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to accept the bid of $15,366.00


from J. L. Huntley Plumbing & Heating to install a heating



system at the “Parish House”.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of New Roof bids for “Parish House”

Three bids were received and considered.  They were RTD Roofing at

$27,800.00, Onion Town Builders at $16,240.00 and M & M Metal, Inc.

at $25,100.00.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept the bid of Onion Town



Builders to replace the roof at the “Parish House” in the amount of $16,240.00.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to go into Executive Session for



personnel issues (MRSA § 405-A 6 A).  Commissioner 


Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  It 

was 4:55 p.m.
The Commissioners returned to the regular meeting at 5:04 p.m. 
Following Executive Session, the Commissioners signed the payroll change notice for Robert Wayde Carter and tabled the remaining notice. 
*MOTION*  Commissioner Crowley moved to adjourn the regular meeting. 

Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed 


unanimously.

   ADJOURNMENT


5:05 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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