
February 4, 2010


Minutes of the Washington County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


held February 4, 2010 

in the Commissioners Conference Room

Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

 Attending the meeting were:
Commissioner Christopher M. Gardner
Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.
Linda S. Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager
Gail Popham, Administration
Sharon D. Strout, Register of Deeds
Jim Lucas, Building and Grounds
Carlene Holmes, Register of Probate

Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Judy Alexander, Financial Accountant/Manager
Betsy Fitzgerald, Machias Town Manager

Harold Clossey, SCEC

Diane Smith-Halkett, SCEC

Eleody Libby, WC: OC
Sharon Mack, Bangor Daily News

Nancy Oden, CEF

Will Tuell, DECP
Fred Hastings, DECP

----------------------------------------------------------------------
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the January Regular Meeting Minutes



(January 7, 2010)
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the January 7


Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  Commissioner



Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the January Public Hearing Meeting Minutes




(January 19, 2010) (RCC CDBG)
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the January Public


Hearing minutes as presented.  Commissioner Shorey



seconded the motion.  Commissioner Gardner abstained as



he had not been there.  The motion passed.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of Special January Meeting Minutes (Jan. 19)

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the Special January



Meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion.  Commissioner Gardner abstained as



he had not been there.  The motion passed.

AGENDA ITEM:
Monthly and Quarterly Reports
The Commissioners were provided reports in their meeting packets.
No department heads had anything to discuss.
AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Six Month Certificates
Six Month Certificates were signed for Philip Ray and Garrett

McLean.

AGENDA ITEM:
Appointment of new County Manager

With the resignation of Linda S. Pagels-Wentworth, the Commissioners

undertook the search for her replacement.  After interviewing

several candidates, they all concurred that Betsy Fitzgerald was the
best person for the job.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Betsy Fitzgerald as



the new County Manager.  Commissioner Shorey seconded



the motion.  Commissioner Gardner made a friendly



amendment that there would be a transition period and



the County would continue to retain Linda S. Pagels-



Wentworth until such time as necessary.  The motion



passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll status change notices
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept the resignations 


of Joshua Rolfe as a part-time deputy and Melissa Rudin as a part-time corrections officer.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to terminate Dorry Lamprey as part-time cook.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

The Commissioners agreed by consensus to allow Alicia Jonah to

transfer back to Buildings and Grounds as a part-time maintenance

person from the jail.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of County Health Plan Opt Out Policy
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to adopt the existing opt out



policy contained in the Sheriff’s Union Contract with



the Teamsters as a County Policy for all employees.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of update to Section 125 Plan
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to amend the Section 125 to designate pay in of health, dental and vision insurance



as eligible pre-tax items.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Schedule 3 Tax Abatement hearings
The Commissioners agreed by consensus to schedule tax abatement
hearings prior to their next regular meeting at 1:00, 2:00 and

3:00 p.m., March 4, 2010.

AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of County Tax Assessment
Commissioner Gardner noted that the State sets the proportions of
taxes and the County cannot appeal it.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept the County Tax



Assessment.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion



which passed unanimously.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to go into Executive Session



per MRSA § 405-A 6 a(3) and MRSA § 405-A 6 E



to discuss personnel and legal issues respectively.



Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed



unanimously.  
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to come out of Executive Session.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which



passed unanimously.
No discussion or motions were made after Executive Session.
   ADJOURNMENT


5:04 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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