
February 5, 2009


Minutes of the County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


February 5, 2009 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting began at 4:10 p.m.

 Attending the meeting were:
Commissioner Christopher M. Gardner

Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration

Mike Hinerman, EMA & RCC

Robert Gross, Jail Administrator

Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Vincent Dinan, Financial Accountant

Jim Lucas, Buildings & Grounds

Sharon D. Strout, Register of Deeds

Tammy C. Gay, Registry of Deeds
Carlene Holmes, Register of Probate
John Preston, new hire

Shawn Donahue, new hire

Mary Huntley, new hire

--------------------------------------------------------------------
Executive Department
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the January regular meeting minutes
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the January, 2009 

Regular Meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Crowley 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Monthly Reports

Monthly reports were provided in the Commissioners’ meeting

packets.  See attached.  Commissioner Gardner mentioned at this time 
that he had written a letter to Governor Baldacci regarding concerns

about the Point Lepreau nuclear plant rehab going on in Canada.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved that it was appropriate to



send a letter of concern to Gov. Baldacci regarding



the Point Lepreau rehab with copies going to all
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Washington County elected officials.  Commissioner



Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Also mentioned at this time was a memo from the Sheriff’s office

requesting a computer upgrade.  Commissioner Gardner indicated that

now was not a good time for this expenditure until the 2008 books

are closed so discussion of this was tabled.
AGENDA ITEM:
Update on EMDC and WC: OC Transit Service

A copy of Barbara Drisko’s report is attached.  She was unable to

attend due to a death in the family so there was no discussion

about this item.  The Commissioners asked the County Manager to send
condolences to her family.
AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Six Month Certificates

Six Month Certificates were signed for Tammy Gay, Sam Smith and
Crystal Colson.
AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll Status Changes
Payroll status changes were addressed as follows:
Karina Richardson was given a budgeted increase.  Michael Crabtree

and Richard Rolfe were given MDEA authorized increases.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Mary Lou Huntley



as a part-time corrections officer.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
It was noted that she is not to work more than 32 hours per week

except for training or in an emergency.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to hire John Preston and Shawn



Donahue as part-time deputies as of 2/8/09 and then hire



John Preston as a full-time deputy as of 2/22/09 and Shawn



Donahue as a full-time deputy as of 5/3/09.  Commissioner



Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to rehire Dustin Turner as a



part-time corrections officer.  Commissioner Crowley



seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

It was noted that he is not to work more than 32 hours per week

except for training or in an emergency.
The Commissioners agreed by consensus to accept the resignations of 
Tony Drake, John Curtis and Jared Crowley as part-time corrections

officers and of Luann Alley as a part-time dispatcher.

AGENDA ITEM:
County cars

The County Manager provided the Commissioners a spread sheet showing 
the difference in costs of operating the vehicles and the cost of
paying mileage rates.  It was stated that the best use of the cars at
this point was to have one stay in Calais (it would be housed at the
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Calais Police Department) and the other would stay at the courthouse
and be used by any department as needed.  The Commissioners agreed
to this by consensus.  Commissioner Gardner expressed his concerns

that the vehicles’ use and maintenance costs be monitored.

AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of County Tax Assessment

The County Manager recommended the Commissioners accept the sum as

granted by resolve of the Washington County Budget Advisory Committee

and the Washington County Commissioners being $4,267,437 plus an

overlay added by the County of Washington being $21,337.  Discussion
was had regarding the 2% discount rate for early payment and the

8% interest rate for late payment.  Commissioner Gardner stated that
we have the opportunity to give the towns a break by lowering the

interest rate.  Commissioner Shorey moved to accept the County
Tax Assessment with a 2% discount rate and a 6% interest rate.  

Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion.  After more discussion,

the motion was withdrawn.  More discussion followed with input from

Treasurer Holmes.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to accept and approve the County



Tax Assessment with a 2% discount rate and a 6% interest



rate.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which



passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Set Tax Abatement Hearings

One tax abatement hearing is already scheduled for Baughman vs.

Town of Steuben for March 5, 2009 at 3:00 p.m.  Two more, Deblois

vs. Town of Marshfield and Feeley vs. Town of Pembroke were scheduled
respectively for 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., March 3, 2009.  The

Commissioners also agreed to meet at 12:00 noon, March 5, 2009

for another administration workshop.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consider Letter of Engagement for TIF funds management

The Commissioners agreed by consensus to authorize the County

Manager to sign a Letter of Engagement between Eaton Peabody
Consulting Group, LLC and Washington County for Eaton Peabody to
provide services related to the preparation of administrative
documents pertaining to Tax Increment Financing (TIF) funds
management.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to go into Executive Session for



personnel issues (MRSA § 405-A 6 A).  Commissioner 


Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  It 

was 4:55 p.m.
The Commissioners returned to the regular meeting at 5:50 p.m. 
No decisions or motions were made. 
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*MOTION*  Commissioner Shorey moved to adjourn the regular meeting.
 

Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed 


unanimously.

   ADJOURNMENT


5:50 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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