
March 5, 2009


Minutes of the County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


March 5, 2009 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting began at 4:40 p.m.

 Attending the meeting were:
Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration

Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Mike St. Louis, Chief Deputy

Mike Hinerman, EMA & RCC

Robert Gross, Jail Administrator

Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Vincent Dinan, Financial Accountant
Sharon D. Strout, Register of Deeds
Carlene Holmes, Register of Probate

Will Tuell, Down East Coastal Press

Gail Menzel, Quoddy Tides

Eleody Libby, Washington County: One Community

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Commissioner Gardner was unable to attend.

Executive Department
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the February regular meeting minutes
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the February, 2009 

Regular Meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Shorey 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Monthly Reports

Monthly reports were provided in the Commissioners’ meeting

packets.  See attached.  There was a short discussion regarding
the COPS grant for an additional deputy but it was noted that 

at the conclusion of the funding, the Sheriff’s Office would have to

retain the employee at its expense.  The consensus was that this

was too great of an expense to incur.  County Manager Pagels-
Wentworth noted that she had been working diligently with the
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Ambulance Authority issues.  It was agreed to convene a county wide
meeting of ambulance services to identify issues and opportunities.
AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll Change Notices

Payroll status changes were addressed as follows:

Karina Richardson’s budgeted increase from last month was followed

up with a rank title of corporal.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to terminate Richard Strout



as a part-time deputy.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to hire Shawn Donahue as a full-time deputy as of 3/29/09.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of CDBG Planning Grant Application
Eleody Libby presented a proposal to apply for a Mobilizing for
Action through Planning and Partnership grant to improve local

public health by identifying and using community resources wisely.
The amount would be for $3,000.00.  A pubic hearing is needed as

part of the process.  The hearing will be scheduled for the next

regular Commissioners Meeting.  A second public hearing for an
Economic Development CDBG may be held at the same time.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Proclamation of Support for Silver




Star Day

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to sign a proclamation stating that May 1st be Silver Star Banner Day in Washington County.



Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed



unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Schedule Tax Abatement Hearings

One tax abatement hearing was scheduled for the Humboldt Field

Institute vs. Town of Steuben for April 2, 2009 at 3:15 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM:
Award Cruiser Bid

Three cruiser bids were submitted:  


Pratt Chevrolet
2009 Chevrolet Impala

$21,295.00


Quirk Auto

2009 Ford Crown Victoria 
$21,833.00


Cranberry Motors
2009 Chevrolet Impala

$21,528.05

Sheriff Smith recommended the Pratt Chevrolet bid be awarded.  Some

discussion was had regarding the time frame for awarding this bid and
when the car would actually be delivered.  Sheriff Smith told the

Commissioners it usually takes about two months.
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*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to award the bid to Pratt Chevrolet for the 2009 Chevrolet Impala at $21,295.00.



Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed



unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Treasurer’s office request for




additional computer resources

Financial Accountant/Manager Vincent Dinan proposed an upgrade of 

software and service support in an effort to improve productivity
and provide reliable performance by the Treasurer’s office in the

present and that would last well into the future.  Discussion 

followed regarding lease versus purchase costs.  It was noted

that it would also help with the Jail accounting which is now

on a different fiscal year.  County Manager Pagels-Wentworth noted
that it would be much more favorable to be able to track income and
expenses in a real time basis which is what this proposal would
accomplish.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the acquisition



of additional computer resources for the Treasurer’s



office through a lease process.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Sheriff Smith mentioned at this time that his office needs computer

upgrades also.  He proposed that by instead of getting a new car

for himself, getting a program car which would save approximately

$10,000.00 which could be put towards the needed upgrades.  It was 

noted that to do this, he needed to document at least 3 contacts
noting each oral or written bid.  Both Commissioners agreed to this

by consensus.

A brief discussion was had regarding the MDOC/Washington County

Project (new jail/prison).  County Manager Pagels-Wentworth noted

that having a plan on the shelf was valuable for when funds become

available.

*MOTION*  Commissioner Shorey moved to adjourn the regular meeting.
 

Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed 


unanimously.

   ADJOURNMENT


4:55 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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