
March 5, 2009


Minutes of the Unorganized Territories’ Regular Meeting


held March 5, 2009 

in the District Court Room

Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

 Attending the meeting were:
Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager
Gail Popham, Administration

Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Mike St. Louis, Chief Deputy

Robert Gross, Jail Administrator

Mike Hinerman, EMA & RCC
Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Vincent Dinan, Financial Accountant
Sharon D. Strout, Register of Deeds
Carlene M. Holmes, Register of Probate
Will Tuell, Down East Coastal Press

Gail Menzel, Quoddy Tides

Lester Seeley, UT, Edmunds

Nathan Pennell, WC Soil & Water District

Julie Keene, Trescott
Adam Boutin

Alan Brooks, Quoddy Regional Land Trust

Steve Crawford, Passamaquoddy Tribe

Jane Bell, Hailey and Paige Bell Furth, Tide Mill Farm

Frederick Gralenski, Pembroke

Eleody Libby, Washington County: One Community

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Commissioner Gardner was unable to attend.  Commissioner Shorey called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
UT Supervisor Dean Preston was unable to attend.
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of February meeting minutes
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the February meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM: Monthly Report
*Attached report submitted by UT Supervisor, Dean Preston.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Rockweed Concern

Julie Keene of Trescott asked for this subject to be on the agenda

so the topic could be discussed some more.  Commissioner Shorey advised her and all attending that the Commissioners have no jurisdiction or say in what happens regarding this concern and that they only would hear anything new on the subject.  A letter had been
previously faxed to the Commissioners from Robin Hadlock Seeley, Ph.D of Shoals Marine Laboratory/Cornell University and Julie Keene and it was placed in their meeting packets.  (see attached)  Other paperwork
on the subject was also provided by Alan Brooks, William Daye and Nathan Pennell.  Julie noted that she had contacted several organizations and towns in the area and all had expressed the need for something to be done, specifically some sort of a moratorium so that the effects of the harvesting could be more understood.  She continued with a presentation of photographs of various harvesters’
activities and of results of those activities.  She talked about lack of any DMR enforcement of the few regulations that do exist.  She

also brought up controversial legislation that is in the works.  She noted that there were several places that she understood were not to be raked but that had been raked, one notably was part of the Moosehorn Wildlife Refuge and again she showed more pictures.  A few of her other points were that periwinkles are a by-catch of the rockweed harvest and that they are just discarded.  Picking periwinkles is some locals only means of income during certain times of the year.  She says no one is checking the amounts of rockweed being harvested.  Also noted was the navigational hazard created when the rockweed is cut but not all is retrieved; it ends up floating everywhere, more so than what is normal. 
AGENDA ITEM:  Public Comment

Mr. Alan Crawford of the Quoddy Regional Land Trust wanted to add that he also understood that Acadian Seaplants of Canada, who is the processor of this rockweed, had given assurances that harvesters would respect the wishes of landowners who did not want their shores harvested.  Yet, in fact many of these locations were harvested, some
2 and 3 times, with photographs to prove it.  He reiterated that time is needed to study the rockweed harvesting effects and legislation enacted to regulate it.

Jane Bell of Tide Mill Farm in Edmunds whose land abuts Cobscook Bay and whose shores are in conservation easements stated that her shores had also been harvested against her wishes. She noted that her deed described her property line at the low water mark not the high water mark so she felt there is an ownership and therefore a legal and/or trespassing issue involved, too. She also concurred that the amount of and method of harvesting needs to be studied and regulated and until all issues are defined, there needs to be a moratorium.
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MOTION:
Commissioner Crowley made a motion to write another letter



to DMR Commissioner George LaPointe stating the 



Commissioners concerns and supporting a moratorium to


authorize the halt of rockweed harvesting in Cobscook



Bay for 2 years.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion



which passed unanimously.

Julie Keene made one more comment noting that she had 266 signatures on a petition requesting the State to place a “Moratorium on rockweed harvesting in Cobscook Bay”.   
   ADJOURNMENT


4:40 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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