
April 9, 2009


Minutes of the County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


April 9, 2009 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting convened at 1:00 p.m. and 4:40 p.m.

 Attending the 4:40 p.m. meeting were:
Commissioner Christopher M. Gardner

Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration

Dean Preston, Supervisor, UT

Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Mike St. Louis, Chief Deputy

Mike Hinerman, EMA & RCC

Robert Gross, Jail Administrator

Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Vincent Dinan, Financial Accountant/Manager
Larry Hayward, RCC

Joshua Rolfe, RCC

Dennis Dorsey, Sheriff’s Office

Carlene Holmes, Register of Probate


Jim Lucas, Buildings & Grounds

Will Tuell, Down East Coastal Press

Eleody Libby, Washington County: One Community

Sara zMcConnell, Washington County: One Community

Nancy Oden, Clean Earth Farm & MVNO

Roger Holst, PCT Communications

Norman LaBerge, Tidewalker Engineering

----------------------------------------------------------------------
At 1:00 p.m. Chairman Christopher Gardner convened a meeting of the Board of Commissioners with all Commissioners, County Manager, and Nancy Oden in attendance. Nancy Oden presented her proposal for a plan for a re-training center.  The plan is to get a federal grant of approximately 10 million dollars to purchase a 50 to 100 acre site that could sustain a working retraining center for displaced and out of work people.  The endeavor would need housing, a composting site, farmable areas and an industrial arts building among other things. Ms Oden hopes the Commissioners will endorse such a project, that UT-TIF
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funds can be used as match, and that the County Manager can help her with writing such a grant. The Commissioner’s thanked Ms. Oden for her presentation, no action was taken on the proposal at this time.  This portion of the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m to enable a Tax Abatement Hearing and a Union Grievance Hearing to be heard as scheduled.
Executive Department
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the March regular meeting minutes
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the March, 2009 


regular meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Crowley 

seconded the motion.  Commissioner Gardner abstained as he


had not attended that meeting.

AGENDA ITEM:
Monthly Reports

Monthly reports were provided in the Commissioners’ meeting

packets.  See attached.  Sheriff Smith wanted to note that Barton
Armstrong recently passed away.  He had served under 5 former

Sheriffs.  Commissioner Crowley noted that he was one truthful
individual.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of County of Washington Maintenance




Agreement with PCT Communications

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to accept the Maintenance



Agreement with PCT Communications to maintain all communications equipment of the County effective from


January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009.  Commissioner



Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Approval and use of Maine’s Byrne/JAG stimulus 
funding.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept the Maine’ Byrne/JAG



stimulus fund amount for the purpose of the move of the



RCC.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed



unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Authorization of CDBG Planning Grant




(MAPP)

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to authorize the application of



the MAPP Planning Grant.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the



motion which passed unanimously.  The Commissioners accepted the Minutes of the Public Hearing on the subject



as a matter of record. 
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AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Marshfield Tower Contract
Mike Hinerman noted that he had spoken with Bob Whitman, Selectman

of Marshfield and that they had agreed in concept and were awaiting

a language correction which would be presented at the next regular
Commissioners meeting.
AGENDA ITEM:
Direct Deposit Policy

This item was tabled until the next Commissioners meeting.
AGENDA ITEM:
Presentation of Half Moon Project

See attached Letter of Intent and presentation of project submitted
by Norman LaBerge of Tidewalker Associates.  Mr. LaBerge gave some

highlights of the proposed project and made comparisons with other

already established tidal power projects.  A discussion was had on

the benefits and impacts on the local fisheries and the Reservation.
Mr. LaBerge requested whether there was a possibility that the

Commissioners would endorse the project to which Commissioner

Gardner replied that he would like to see more information and kept
apprised of developments.

AGENDA ITEM:
Washington County economy transition issues and 
opportunities

See attached memo to Governor Baldacci from Senator Raye and

Representatives Burns, McFadden, McLeod, Perry, Soctomah and Tilton

regarding the closing of the Domtar Mill and the ensuing economical

impacts to the area.  Commissioner Gardner proceeded to read the 5
points of the memo that highlighted needs and concerns of the people

of Washington County and discussion followed regarding same.  The 5 

points are:

1.
Remove potential obstacles to Domtar reopening or another


company reusing the mill.

2.
Encourage re-use of the vacant Louisiana-Pacific mill in


Baileyville.

3.
Support and protect the interests of those people who lose their


jobs.

4.
Assist Baileyville and the region in pursuing other job-creating


opportunities.

5.
Strengthen the position of the Port of Eastport in order to help


it achieve its full potential as a catalyst for job creation in


Washington County.

The Commissioners endorsed the five points.  Commissioner Gardner
recused himself from the endorsement.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to write a letter of support for


the EDA (RBOG) grant to study a new rail line.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion.  Commissioner



Gardner abstained.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll status change notices

Payroll status change notices were accepted and signed as presented.

Jennifer Wood resigned as a corrections office.  Kevin Schissler

resigned as a full-time dispatcher.  Commissioner Gardner noted that

Kevin had been a professional and model employee for all the years he

had been here.  Dennis Perry will be laterally transferred from Court

Security to the RCC.  Sheriff Smith noted that Dennis had done a good

job as Court Security.  The resignation of Matthew Moran was accepted 

as a corrections officer.

AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of nominees for the Board of




Washington County: One Community

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to accept the nominations of



Susan Corbett, Jane Weil, Lanette Pottle, Kathleen



Shannon and Jennifer Peters as new board members of



Washington County: One Community.  Commissioner Crowley



seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Schedule Tax Abatement Hearings

One tax abatement hearing was rescheduled for the Humboldt Field

Institute vs. Town of Steuben for May 7, 2009 at 3:15 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of Union Contract
County Manager Pagels-Wentworth noted the most recent changes

negotiated.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept Draft 12 of the Agreement between the Washington County Commissioners and Teamsters Local Union 340 for the Washington County Sheriff’s Department as presented.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  The agreement was duly signed by the Commissioners
Union Steward Dennis Dorsey stated that he believed the union members

would vote to accept it and enable it to be signed.

*MOTION*  Commissioner Shorey moved to adjourn the regular meeting.
   ADJOURNMENT


5:01 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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