
May 7, 2009


Minutes of the County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


May 7, 2009 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting convened at 2:07 p.m. and 4:20 p.m.

 Attending the 4:20 p.m. meeting were:
Commissioner Christopher M. Gardner

Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration

Dean Preston, Supervisor, UT

Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Mike St. Louis, Chief Deputy

Mike Hinerman, EMA & RCC

Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Vincent Dinan, Financial Accountant/Manager
Dennis Dorsey, Sheriff’s Office

Carlene Holmes, Register of Probate


Jim Lucas, Buildings & Grounds

Nancy Oden, Jonesport
Roger Holst, PCT Communications

Norman LaBerge, Tidewalker Engineering

Julie Keene, Trescott

----------------------------------------------------------------------
At 2:07 p.m. Chairman Christopher Gardner convened a meeting of the Board of Commissioners with all Commissioners, County Manager Linda Pagels-Wentworth, Administrative Asst. Gail Popham, Regristrar of Deeds Sharon Strout, Register of Probate Carlene Holmes, Administrative Asst. Paula Johnson (Sheriff’s Office), Administrative Asst. Kathy Maker (DA’s Office) and Dennis Dorsey of the Sheriff’s Office in attendance.  They were assembled to hear a presentation from Jerry Moors and Tom Michaud of IKON Printing and then Dale Parent of Kinney Office Systems.  A decision for new copiers will be made at a later date when it is determined which has the better deal. The presentations lasted until 2:55 p.m.  

*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to go into Executive Session 



pursuant to MRSA § 405-A-6E.  Commissioner Crowley seconded



the motion which passed unanimously.
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*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to return to the regular meeting



at 3:45 p.m.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion



which passed unanimously.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to go back into Executive



Session pursuant to MRSA § 405-A-6E at 3:47 p.m.  



Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed



unanimously.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to return and convene the



regular meeting at 4:00.  Commissioner Crowley seconded



the motion which passed unanimously.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey made a motion to appoint Rudman and



Winchell as general legal counsel for Washington County.



Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed



unanimously. 
Executive Department
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of the April regular meeting minutes
*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to approve the April, 2009 


regular meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Crowley 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Monthly Reports

Monthly reports were provided in the Commissioners’ meeting

packets.  See attached.  Sheriff Smith wanted to note that Mary
Zidalis had been recognized as Deputy of the Year by the American
Legion Post 8 of Cherryfield.
AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of County of Washington communications



equipment replacement bid from PCT Communications.
Mike Hinerman explained that the replacement equipment was funded

from two grants and that the bid amount matched the grant amount.  He 
noted that it worked on a reimbursement basis and that it was 

guaranteed income.  PCT submitted the only bid.  He recommended the
Commissioners accept the bid.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept the communications equipment replacement bid from PCT Communications to



be funded from a Homeland Security Grant (HSG) and a



Public Safety Interoperable Communications Grant (PSIC) as



follows:
1.
Musquash Mountain work




$40,045.00 HSG
2.
Portable and Mobile radios, Washington Cty.
$51.941.00 PSIC
3.
Tower and link Cooper to Calais


$67.440.00 PSIC

4.
Downeast Hospital to Mitton Mountain

$29,607.oo PSIC
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5.
Calais Hospital to Cooper Mountain


$30,207.00 PSIC

6.
Portable and Mobile radios, Calais


$37,565.00 HSG

7.
Training for radios (use and CONOPS)

$ 8,959.00 PSCI


for a TOTAL of





    $285,764.00



Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed



unanimously.  
AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Marshfield Tower Contract
Mike Hinerman noted that agreeable language regarding the insurance
had been incorporated in the Contract and recommended the
Commissioners approve and sign it.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve and sign the 



Marshfield Tower Contract as amended.  Commissioner



Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Direct Deposit Policy

County Manager Linda Pagels-Wentworth stated that over 80% of
County employees use this to receive their paycheck.  Commissioner

Gardner asked if the Union agreed to this to which Dennis Dorsey

replied that the Union was not opposed.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Shorey moved to adopt a Direct Deposit



Policy as presented.  Commissioner Crowley seconded



the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Six Month Certificates of Completion
Six Month Certificates of Completion were signed for Belin Sonthonax,

Michael Lehman, John Leahy and Melissa Campbell.
AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll status change notices

Payroll status change notices were accepted and signed as follows:
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Christopher Correll,



Nicholas Johnson and Jeremy Look as part-time corrections



officers.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which



passed unanimously.

It was noted that they are not to exceed 32 hours per week unless for
training or in an emergency.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Belin Sonthonax from a



part-time to a full-time corrections officer.  Commissioner



Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
A discussion followed regarding the new assignment of Ralph Pineo

to the MDEA.  Sheriff Smith stated that it was not a Contract that

was signed but rather an Agreement.  Insurance was part of the

package and the MDEA pays for everything.  It was noted that this
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would be the third position under agreement and the procedure

followed would be last hired, first fired.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to assign Ralph Pineo as a 3rd


MDEA agent according to the Agreement signed by the MDEA


and the Washington County Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner



Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Commissioner Gardner inquired whether Keith York had been to

the Academy.  Sheriff Smith told him no but that he would be going

to the next session.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Keith York as a full-time patrol deputy.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Next there was a discussion regarding a temporary assignment for a

Court Security Supervisor.  The sheriff noted that he had informed

the State that the County would no longer be providing court security

as of June 30, 2009 because the Union would not agreed to use this

person as a patrol deputy also.
AGENDA ITEM:
Approval of Section 125 Plan amendment

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the Section 125



Plan amendment to include incident and accident insurance



(known as AFLAC).  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion



which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:
Schedule Tax Abatement Hearings

One tax abatement hearing was rescheduled for the Humboldt Field

Institute vs. Town of Steuben for June 4, 2009 at 3:00 p.m.
Also, 2 grievance hearings were scheduled for 1:00 and 2:00 p.m.,
June 4, 2009.

AGENDA ITEM:
Award cruiser bid

Sheriff Smith noted that ten bid packets had been sent out with only

two responses.  They were:

1.
Pratt Chevrolet
2009 Police Pkg. Impala      $21,573.00

2.
Quirk Auto

2009 Ford P71 Crown Vic.     $22,173.64

Sheriff Smith recommended awarding the bid to Pratt Chevrolet.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to award the cruiser bid to



Pratt Chevrolet for the 2009 Police Package Impala at



$21,573.00.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion



which passed unanimously.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Consideration of Composting Grant

Nancy Oden told the Commissioners that the State Planning Office

has offered the County a continuing grant application on the

composting project that began last spring.  Noting that he had
not been at the meeting last spring when the first grant money

was accepted and not being in favor of the whole project, 

Commissioner Gardner turned the chair over to Commissioner 

Shorey and removed himself from the meeting.  Discussion continued

around the tasks that need to be performed including upgrading

Elliot Batson’s composting site to meet state requirements, 

transportation costs and who actual food waste contributors would be.

Nancy stated that particulars were not known and would not be 

known until actual work began and costs could be tabulated.  The

grant money is to be distributed as noted on the attached “Composting

Grant:  Stage Two”.  Commissioner Crowley noted that the focus needed

to be narrow with the feasibility of composting food wastes from

area facilities in one place being the goal.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to accept State Planning Office



grant money to follow up on the first composting grant, 



which is to fund transportation of compost on a pilot basis.  Commissioner Shorey seconded the motion and added a



friendly amendment that any monies outstanding would be returned to the State if it is deemed that it is not working; and that if it is working, that a business plan would be executed with an exit strategy for it to be self-supporting.  The motion passed.

At this time, Commissioner Gardner returned to the meeting.  Julie

Keene had also joined the meeting.  She wanted to update the

Commissioners on the rockweed situation (see UT minutes for 5/7/09).

She began by thanking the Commissioners for the letter written to

the Governor and DMR two months ago.  She told the Commissioners
that she had been to a hearing on the matter in Augusta.  A land owner

registry had been discussed and would be considered again next week.

She also told of one report that was given about a study that was
done recently, that the science was flawed in that it studied too
small of a section of shoreline.  The Commissioners all agreed that

they would remain interested.  Commissioner Crowley noted that there

probably would not be one formula to fix everything and Commissioner

Gardner said he was in support of more research.   
*MOTION*  Commissioner Shorey moved to adjourn the regular meeting.
   ADJOURNMENT


5:44 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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