
June 4, 2009


Minutes of the Unorganized Territories Public Hearing
Regarding the Tax Increment Financing District Amendment


June 4, 2009 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The hearing convened at 4:10 p.m.

 Attending the hearing were:
Commissioner Christopher M. Gardner

Commissioner Kevin L. Shorey

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration
Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Mike St. Louis, Chief Deputy

Mike Hinerman, EMA & RCC

Robert C. Gross, Jail Administrator

Jill Holmes, Treasurer
Dennis Dorsey, Sheriff’s Office

Jim Lucas, Buildings & Grounds

Sharon D. Strout, Register of Deeds

Mary Zidalis, Jail

Will Tuell, Downeast Coastal Press

Harold Clossey, SCEC

Ryan Chaytors, First Wind

Judy East, WCCOG

Nancy Oden, Jonesport
Katherine Cassidy, Machias
Shana Cook Mueller, Bernstein Shur

Eric Stumpfel, Eaton Peabody Consulting

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Commissioner Gardner opened the hearing by giving a description of the

Amendment to the TIF District.  *(see attached amendment) He noted that the amendment comes with lots of rules and restrictions.  The Commissioners want to help bring industry (i.e. economic development) to Washington County and hopefully this will be accomplished with a good blend.  With that, Commissioner Gardner gave the floor to Eric Stumfel from the firm of Eaton Peabody who is representing the County.
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Mr. Stumpfel stated that the amendment would add additional acreage to the district and also would add 10 years to the existing program.  He noted that it is restrictive in that the funds have to be spent in the UT or distributed to support projects within the UT.  There will be a revolving loan fund over the life of the District to attract nature based tourism.  All is subject to the approval of this amendment and annually by the budget process. He also discussed the Credit Enhancement document which entitles First Wind 60% reimbursement of the Stetson II Tax Increment Revenues so deposited in the Development Program Fund to the Stetson Wind II Project Cost subaccount and the remaining forty percent (40%) to the County Project cost subaccount.
Ryan Chaytors of First Wind stated that First Wind was very excited about this amended and expanded program.

Harold Clossey noted he was in favor of the program.

Nancy Oden stated she was neither in favor nor against the program but noted she had several ideas on how to use the money including helping out of work people by building multiple use housing with gardens.

Judy East of Calais also stated that she supports the program as an

individual.  The Washington County Council of Governments has expressed support in the past but has not had an opportunity to
vote in support of this amendment.

Commissioner Gardner concluded the public hearing by stating that there are a lot of great ideas out there and that the Commissioners want to do every thing they can to bring business opportunities to Washington County.

   ADJOURNMENT


4:40 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
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