
June 5, 2008


Minutes of the County Commissioners’ Regular Meeting


held June 5, 2008 

in the District Courtroom


Machias, Maine

---------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting was called to order at 4:15 p.m.

 Attending the meeting were:
Commissioner Christopher M. Gardner

Commissioner John B. Crowley, Sr.

Linda Pagels-Wentworth, County Manager

Gail Popham, Administration

Dean Preston, Supervisor UT

Donnie Smith, Sheriff

Michael St. Louis, Chief Deputy

Robert Gross, Jail 

William Tuell, SCEC/Downeast Coastal Press

Jennifer Peters, Sunrise County Economic Council

Mike Hinerman, Washington County EMA and RCC

Donna Crocker, Financial Accountant

Carla Manchester, Treasurer’s Office

Carlene Holmes, Probate

Jim Lucas, Buildings & Grounds

Sharon D. Strout, Registry of Deeds

Carlene Holmes, Registry of Probate

L. Look, Whiting

Nancy Oden, Jonesboro

Gail Menzel, Quoddy Tides

Katherine Cassidy, Machias Valley News Observer

Joel Holmes, Jail

Dena Winslow, Workforce Investment Board

Julien Girard, Marion Twp.

Dianne Tilton, Harrington

Barrett Tilton, Harrington

Ryan Maker, Sheriff’s Office

Annie Dickinson, East Machias

Barbara Lapham, Marion Twp.

Fred Moore, F. J. Moore & Assoc., Lubec

Normand Laberge, F. J. Moore & Assoc.
Dennis Sanborn, F. J. Moore & Assoc.
1 name illegible, Whiting
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--------------------------------------------------------------------

1.  Executive Department
AGENDA ITEM:  Approval of the May, 2008 regular meeting minutes

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to approve the May regular meeting minutes as presented.  Commissioner Gardner seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:
Signed Six Month Completion Certificates for Tony 
Drake, Christopher Jordan, Michelle Irving and




Matthew Moran.
AGENDA ITEM:
Payroll Status Changes/New Hires
Payroll status changes were signed as presented including one
resignation from Erin Mongiovi of the jail.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Michael Lehman



and Leslie Look as part-time corrections officers.  Commissioner Gardner seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
It was noted they were not to exceed 32 hours per week except

during training or in an emergency.

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Joel Holmes and Matthew



Moran as full-time corrections officers.  Commissioner



Gardner seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

*MOTION*  Commissioner Crowley moved to hire Ryan Maker as a



part-time Deputy Sheriff.  Commissioner Gardner seconded



the motion which passed unanimously.   
                                   .
AGENDA ITEM:
Introduction of Dena Winslow, Director, Workforce



Investment Board

Commissioner Gardner introduced Dena Winslow and thanked her for

coming to Washington County.  He noted that with her education and

job background she was an excellent choice for the position.
AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Memo of Understanding with the Workforce



Investment Board

*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to accept and sign the Memo


of Understanding with the Workforce Investment Board.



Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed


unanimously.
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AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Sunrise County Economic Council Contract
*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to accept and sign the Sunrise



County Economic Council Contract not to exceed $30,000.00. Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Interlocal Agreement for Telecommunications



Tower with Marshfied

This item was tabled as the final corrected copy did not arrive

in time.

*AGENDA ITEM:
Sign Contract for Appraisal with Maine Valuation Co.




for County properties

*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to sign the Contracts with



Maine Valuation Co. to appraise 2 County properties (Rt. 191 – Marion and Rt. 192) not to exceed $3,000.00 each.  Commissioner Gardner seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM:   Signed Tax Abatement Decision – West vs. Steuben
AGENDA ITEM:
Sign State Planning Office Contract (Composting 
Project)
*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to sign the State Planning 



Office Contract which will fund the Composting Project 



not to exceed $4,500.00. Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:  
Sign composting Project with Nancy Oden

*MOTION*
Commissioner Gardner moved to sign the Contract with Nancy



Oden to develop a Composting Project in Washington



County not to exceed $2,000.00.  Commissioner Crowley seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM: Monthly Reports
County Manager Pagels-Wentworth stated that most of the rest of the

meeting was going to be devoted to the Gasification Project

presentation and that the Department Heads and Project Co-

ordinators who had one had submitted their monthly reports and they
were contained in the Commissioners’ packets.  Mike Hinerman asked
the Commissioners to note item 3 of his May activities.  Jim Lucas
noted that the RFP for a new boiler for the courthouse was being
prepared.
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AGENDA ITEM:  Sheriff’s Office budget issues
Sheriff Smith wanted to inform the Commissioners that his office

is going over budget because of the increase in gas prices.  Officers have cut down on patrols.  Requests for details for planned
summer events will require extra needed services beyond the budget.  He asked the Commissioners their opinion as to what to do.  Commissioner Gardner replied that the towns are the ones paying County taxes and we have to do what we can.  Maybe one way to save would to use part-timers to balance services and some fuel conservation ideas were discussed.

AGENDA ITEM:
Introduction to the Solid Waste Pryolysis Gasification



Project

Fred Moore of F.J. Moore & Associates began his presentation by

explaining why they were interested in this technology.  The reasons

stated were that developing a commercial landfill was less and less

viable and incinerators caused so much pollution and the regulations

involved in either were not easy to comply with.  After investigating
a full range of waste processing facilities, they settled on a technology developed by a company named EnEco called Solid Waste Pryolysis Gasification.

Why they wanted to present their ideas to the Commissioners was because they believe their efforts and design should be planned

around the needs of the community.  The project plans are to convert

waste to energy.  The project would assist in bringing power to a community, with other benefits being job creation and being responsible for our own waste.
Some questions from the audience followed including where is one of these facilities currently, tipping fees, and funding for such a facility.  Mr. Moore answered such and stated that his company, along with EnEco would shoulder the initial financing of a project.  Mr. Sanborn noted that waste to energy is going to be the future and that

a solid waste pryolysis gasification process uses a lower temperature

than incinerators.  Mr. Sanborn then gave a technical presentation on how the whole process works (see attached).

Mr. Laberge went on to discuss the need for rigorous environmental approval and also discussed the versatility of such a project.  More
questions and answers followed regarding potential problems, liability, the technology, size of the project, capacity, needs and ownership.  Noise, byproducts and what types of waste were also discussed.

Mr. Moore finished the presentation by stating that they wanted to guage the level of interest from the Commissioners and the community
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and once they learned that, the next step would be to provide scenarios.

Commissioner Gardner concluded this portion of the meeting by noting that we can not be fearful of change and we need to examine this thoroughly because it might be a way of becoming more self-sufficient.  Commissioner Crowley echoed Commissioner Gardner’s comments.  The Commissioners thanked F. J. Moore & Associates.
*MOTION*
Commissioner Crowley moved to go into Executive Session


(MRSA § 405-A 6 A and C).  Commissioner Gardner seconded 

the motion which passed unanimously.  
Returned to regular session at 6:45.
Following Executive Session, a consensus was reached to allow Lawrence Hayward to rescind his resignation.
   ADJOURNMENT


6:47 p.m.
 



ATTEST:  ________________________________  





   Gail Popham, Administrative Asst.
Note:  A digitally recorded CD of this meeting is available in 

  the County Manager’s office.
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